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The Hut Community Centre 

Promoting Community Well-being 

Aldgate Railway Station 
1 Euston Road Aldgate SA 5154 

ph 8339 4400 
 

Dates for your diary 

The Hut will be closed from 
Thursday 19th December and re-
open on Monday 6th December. 

Wishing you a wonderful and safe   
holiday season. 

 

 

 

First Tuesday of each Month 

Community Lunch 

The next Community Lunch will be 
on 4th February 2020 

 

Repair Café 

Keep an eye on our website or 
Facebook page for dates for 2020 

 

The Hut is on Facebook  

So why not join up and like our 
page to stay up to date with what 
is happening at The Hut and in the 

local community.  

 

 

 

Stirling Community Christmas Pageant 

The 2019 pageant was held on 8th December with great support 
from the community. With the additional challenge of cold wintry 
weather, heavy rain and gale force winds on the 1st December, we 
made the difficult decision to postpone to the following Sunday. 
From one extreme to the other, we had a 35 degree day and was 
thankful that we had changed the timeslot to a twilight event. 

‘Back to Nature’ was the theme for the parade and schools, 
kindy’s and community groups amazed us with their creativity 
and the effort that was put into making a colourful and vibrant 
float. 
We had flamingos, butterflies, bees, animals in the jungle and 
much more! See photos on page 5 
Scott Creek Primary School were awarded the ‘Best Float’ and 
received a $250 cheque from the Adelaide  Hills Council. This was 
presented by Deputy Mayor Nathan Daniell at the fair on the 
Stirling  oval. 

The fair had a more vibrant feel to it this year with many market 
stalls and live entertainment by The Various Nefarious, The 
Atlantic Street Band, and Aidan ‘Jazzy’ Jones. The oval was a great 
spot to setup a picnic rug, bring some nibbles, and listen to some 
toe tapping music! 

Many thanks to our Pageant sponsors – Major Sponsor Harris 
Real Estate, Gold Sponsors -Stirling Business Association, The 
Weekender Herald, Silver Sponsor -The Stirling Market, Bronze 
Sponsor -Shine Home Cleaning Services and Kleemans Adelaide 
Hills. 

Thank you also to the Adelaide Hills Council for their significant 
support for the event as well as to all of the participants and stall 
holders. We look forward to another great Community pageant 
next year! 

Scott Creek Primary receiving the ‘Best Float’ Award. 

 

Well done Scott Creek Primary. 

 

  
 

December 2019 
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Water Feature Design Workshop 

 

 

 

 

Term 1 Accredited Courses 

We are offering the following courses in term 1 

Course Dates and times 

Small Scale Gardening 
5 Wednesdays & 1 Tuesday 

29/1/20 – 26/2/20 & 3/3/20 
10am -1pm 

Introduction to MYOB 
Each Thursday 

30/1/20 – 5/3/20 
9:30am – 12:30pm 

Computer Basics – Not as Hard as You 
Think 
Each Friday 

31/1/20 – 6/3/20 
10am – 1pm 

Find Your Inner Artist 
Each Monday 

3/2/20 – 16/3/20 
9:30am – 12:30pm 

 
Courses are assessed and accredited. 
You can register your interest in any, or all, of these courses via our 
website https://www.thehut.org.au/programs/education-
training/adult-community-education-ace/ , by phone 8339 4400 or 
emailing ace@thehut.org.au. 
Keep your eye on our website and our Facebook page for when 
bookings open. 
These courses are delivered and assessed by Interskills (RTO 6653) 
which is the issuing registered training organisation. 

                                 
 

Teetaka Ila is continuing to grow and develop 

This term there has been food harvested, ceramic water features 
created, stone walls built, a  long  table installed and seedlings sold just 
to name some of the work and creativity that has gone into Teetaka Ila. 
Thanks to all the volunteers who have been involved in this in particular 
Craig of Piccadilly Landscape Designs volunteered his time to deliver a 
workshop and working bee on dry stone wall building which resulted in 
a beautiful wall being created on the eastern end of the Platform in 
preparation for the development of the sensory garden and nature play 
area. 
 

Oral History - Writing the Lives of Others 
Interviewing techniques with published author Tony Rogers 

4 sessions each Thursday, February 6th – 27th Cost $20 
Bookings: https://www.thehut.org.au/workshops/ 

Oral history is a bit like doing detective work. You gather information 
by talking with people. Your  job as an interviewer is not  so much to 
ask questions, but is more about listening and encouraging your 
informant to talk. There are good ways and bad ways of doing this. We 
will look at how to conduct and record an effective interview and then 
how to use and interpret the information you have gathered. 
The information you gather provides the answers to questions about 
the past that you think are important or which interest you. It is these 
answers and the way that you write about them that become the 
history. 
 

 

 

 

Teetaka Ila 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dry Stone Wall Workshop 

https://www.thehut.org.au/programs/education-training/adult-community-education-ace/
https://www.thehut.org.au/programs/education-training/adult-community-education-ace/
mailto:ace@thehut.org.au
https://www.thehut.org.au/workshops/
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celebrations with the original founders of The Hut, both of which 
highlighted the growth of the centre over the years and the focus of 
social connections which is just as important now as it was back 40 
years ago. 

I recently attended the Community Centres SA/Volunteering SA 
conference and thought I would share the following thought 
provoking statistic: 
Did you know that there are more Community 
Centres/Neighbourhood Houses across Australia than there are 
McDonalds? This is surprisingly true; there are 970 McDonalds and 
1,000 Community Centres across Australia. I can’t help thinking that if 
only we had the financial capability of the McDonalds franchise to 
promote the work we do in community, then this wouldn’t come as 
such a surprise.   

You would see a brightly coloured CC on every second street corner 
so everyone would easily identify centres so they could tap into the 
amazing activities and support services that we offer!  

We now have a newly configured board, with three board members 
retiring at the last AGM. Three new representatives of our local 
community have taken on this role and, I have no doubt, will breathe 
new life into board discussions. I’m pleased to say ‘so far so good’ 
with the new board members settling in quickly and contributing to 
both board and committees. See  page 7 for information on our 
strategic focus (achieving financial independence) and how you can 
be involved. 

This year we were nominated by an anonymous community member 
for a Community Achievement award for the work we do in 
community as well as individual volunteers being nominated for their 
contribution. The community shed supervisors were nominated for a 
Hills Treasure award for the work they do in mentoring primary 
school aged children and it was lovely to see them recognised for 
their passion and patience when working with the kids! 

This year we have continued to increase our reach to families and 
individuals across many different ages, cultural groups and 
demographics. A big thank you to each and everyone of our staff and 
volunteers for this year’s achievements. We do so much with the 
resources we have and I am both proud and full of admiration for 
every one of our team. 

Have a wonderful Christmas and New Year, stay safe and I hope to 
see you in the new year. 
 
Warm regards 
Deb 

 

 

 

School Holiday 
Program 

For Bookings  
https://www.thehut.org.au/progr
ams/school-holiday-activities/ 
 

 
 

Let us know if you have any 
program ideas 

 Is there something that you 
would like to learn or a skill you 
would like to share? 
Contact Community Development 
Manager, Bernadette Reading for 
a chat. bernadette@thehut.org.au 
or by phone 8339 4400 

A Message From The 
Executive Officer 

 And here we are at the end of our 40th 
year and hasn’t it been an action packed 
and exciting year! 
The 40th celebrations marked a significant 
milestone with the opening of our 
community garden ‘Teetaka Ila’ and 

https://www.thehut.org.au/programs/school-holiday-activities/
https://www.thehut.org.au/programs/school-holiday-activities/
mailto:bernadette@thehut.org.au
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No Interest Loans for Back to School Costs 

With the new school year fast approaching, many parents and carers 
will struggle to cover the cost of essential school items. This 
additional stress on the family unit is especially difficult for those 
already experiencing financial hardship. 
Thankfully there is a wonderful initiative that is available locally here 
at The Hut called  No Interest Loans (NILS) with no interest, no fees, 
no charges, ever. 
Every year, a team of dedicated Hut volunteers help parents and 
carers on low incomes (in particular those on Centrelink) in our local 
Adelaide Hills community apply for a NILS loan of up to $1,500. This 
amount can cover the cost of essential school items such as uniforms, 
books, laptops, stationery, school camps, musical instruments and 
more.  
Please note that we offer NILS loans for school-related costs all year 
round and for other essential items such as washing machines, 
fridges, car repairs, medical and dental expenses. 
 
What is a NILS loan? 
A NILS loan is a safe, affordable alternative to high-interest payday 
loans or rent-to-buy leases. It’s not a payday loan or a bank loan but a 
form of ‘circular community credit'. This means when a borrower 
makes a repayment to NILS, the funds are then released to someone 
else in the community. NILS is supported by Good Shepherd 
Microfinance and NAB. 
 
How do I find out more or even apply? 
To find out more about NILS give the friendly Hills NILS team a call on 
83394400 or apply online 
https://www.thehut.org.au/services/support-assistance/hills-
nils/apply-on-line/ 
 

 

 
New Early 

Childhood Program 
2020  

 
The Hut Community Centre is 
working with experienced 
teacher and playgroup leader 
Kate McMurray to develop 
two new playgroups. The first 
is ‘Family Beginnings’ and is for 
families from pregnancy until 
walking. This is a chance to 
gather each week with other 
new parents to talk about 
pregnancy, birth and new 
parenthood as well as child 
development. Learn about 
care practices, growing 
resilience and grounding 
rhythms and talk about self 
care. Ask a few questions and 
sip tea in good company. A 
safe and nurturing space for 
parents and little ones. 

The second is an outdoor 
nature playgroup – for families 
with children aged 0-5 years. 
This is a group of families 
gathering weekly with a leader 
to share play, song and story in 
a beautiful natural location. 
There is craft for the adults, 
warm tea and good 
conversation - an opportunity 
to grow a like minded 
community in a beautiful 
setting.  

 
More information:  
https://www.thehut.org.au/w
orkshops/ 

https://www.thehut.org.au/services/support-assistance/hills-nils/apply-on-line/
https://www.thehut.org.au/services/support-assistance/hills-nils/apply-on-line/
https://www.thehut.org.au/workshops/
https://www.thehut.org.au/workshops/
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Stirling Community Christmas Pageant 2019 
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Program Closure Dates 

 

Celebrate Lunar New 

Year with us 

 

In 2020 we look forward to 

hosting a number of interesting 

workshops and events, the first of 

which is our Lunar New Year 

Celebration.  Join us on Sunday 

16th February 6pm for our first 

Adelaide Fringe Event and first 

ever Lunar New Year celebration. 

Bring along a picnic and listen and 

celebrate the Lunar New Year 

with a Chinese classical trio 

performance led by David Dai on 

the Chinese violin. This unique 

cultural experience is for families 

and presented by the School of 

Chinese Music and Arts in 

collaboration with The Hut 

Community Centre. 

To Book: 

https://www.thehut.org.au/works

hops/  

 

 

 

https://www.thehut.org.au/workshops/
https://www.thehut.org.au/workshops/


7 
 

 
Collaboration with The Old School  
Community Garden – Bush Foods 

On Saturday 23rd November we had a wonderful day with Ivan-Tiwu 
Copley - Peramangk & Kaurna Elder & Jenny Deans - Horticulturalist, 
learning more about Indigenous food producing plants at The Old 
School Community Garden in Stirling. This is the first of two 
workshops to learn more about and celebrate bush foods of the 
Adelaide Hills and create a bush foods trail within The Old School 
Community Garden that will provide information to school children 
and other garden visitors. A sister garden will also be created at 
Teetaka Ila Platform Community Gardens at The Hut. Delicious 
afternoon tea and bush treats were on offer thanks to the OSCG 
volunteers and 'One Square Patch' of Bush Foods available for order. 
The Old School Community Garden was absolutely stunning!  
Part 2 will take place on May 2nd 2020.  
Thank you to all who were involved in making this event a success 
including Uncle Ivan Copley, Jenny Deans, Leanne Williams, Lou, Bron, 
Helen, Chris, Sally, Karen and other volunteers from The Old School 
Community Gardens and The Hut Community Centre. 

 

Working Towards Financial Independence 
“A Sustainable Organisation” 

As an independent community organisation we are always on the look 
out for grants and other revenue sources to be able to provide more 
services and activities in our community. Our Book Shed, driven by a 
small band of volunteers, continues to thrive and bring in a healthy 
income, our community shed now makes and sells wooden items at 
markets and plants are starting to sell, thanks to our gardening 
volunteers.  

As you may be aware the fourth pillar of our strategic plan is to 
become more financially sustainable. We have gone through a process 
of consultation and have a number of suggested ideas for a new 
business enterprise. But we’d like your thoughts and ideas! 

We’d like your thoughts on the following questions… 

Is there a need for child care in and around Aldgate/Stirling? Half 
day/full day/casual? 

Our environmental impact is a topical issue, is there enough interest 
to support a high end second hand clothing store in Aldgate? 
Elsewhere in the hills? Would it work well with op shops in the area to 
create a one stop op shop region? 

Is there a niche market for a tour operator in the hills – visiting 
boutique tourist attractions and businesses (wineries etc), cultural 
tours? 

Could there be an opportunity for partnering with Hills venues to 
provide a catering service for weddings parties etc?  

We will hold a morning tea early in the new year to discuss these and 
other ideas that have been generated. Please call reception on 8339 
4400 if you’d be interested in brain storming other ideas or providing  
feedback on those listed above. Together we can develop an awesome 
enterprise to benefit our local community! 

 

Bush Food Workshop 

 

 

 

 

Nature Play Design 
Workshop and 
Working Bee 

When: Saturday 14th March 
Time: 10am-3pm (light lunch 
provided) 
Where: Teetaka Ila Platform 
Community Garden. 
Cost: $20 
Bookings essential 
https://www.thehut.org.au/works
hops/ 

What to Expect in this Workshop? 
You will be introduced to the 
theory of creating a nature play 
area and participating, hands-on, 
using those skills in the design and 
creation of a welcoming space for 
families and the wider community 
to enjoy, at your local community 
centre. 

 

https://www.thehut.org.au/workshops/
https://www.thehut.org.au/workshops/
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Volunteers making connections  
between the generations 

This year The Hut Community Centre volunteers have been sharing 
their skills and experience with the younger generation through 
successful mentoring and holiday programs at the Community Shed 
and community events like the Repair Café and the BMX sessions at 
the Pomona Road bike track.  
In 2020 there is an exciting opportunity for volunteer support to be 
provided to our NEW early childhood programs. There are two 
programs. The first is for new parents from pregnancy to walking and 
another is an outdoor nature playgroup for children with 0-5 year 
olds. The role involves working with experienced teacher and 
playgroup leader Kate McMurray to run playgroups on Fridays during 
school term that provide support to parents and families, share a cup 
of tea, a listening ear and join with the families to celebrate this 
special early years of childhood. If this volunteer role is of interest to 
you, please contact Bernadette on 8339 4400 
 

    
 

Staff update – Island Travels 

Sam Cooper, Community Programs Project Officer will be off to the 
Solomon Islands from Jan-June 2020 to teach Certificate 4 in Youth 
Work at the Australian Pacific Technical College. This is a special 
opportunity for Sam to share and develop her skills in community 
services and for her three children to be immersed in the homeland 
and culture of their father. She hopes to make contact with The Hut 
team via skype to enrich the students learning experience and 
knowledge of community work practice in Australia and visa versa. 
Samantha looks forward to returning and continuing to work with the 
creative and motivated volunteers, community members and staff of 
The Hut Community Centre upon her return. She thanks management 
and others for supporting her to take up this opportunity.  

 

 

Volunteer Vacancies 

Open Garden 

Over the weekend of 11th and 
12th January, Hut volunteers will 
be supporting the Open Garden of 
the Zeitz family by collecting gate 
entry fees. 50% of the gate fees 
will come back to The Hut. The 
shifts have now been filled and 
we encourage you to pop along to 
the garden to have a wander. 

The garden is open from 10am 
until 4.30pm, on the Saturday and 
Sunday. 

https://www.opengardensa.org.a
u/current-season/details/18/320  

 

Tour Down Under 

Wednesday 22nd January the 
Tour Down Under will be coming 
through Stirling. 

We have been given the 
opportunity to hold a BBQ on the 
library lawns which is usually a fun 
day and a pretty good fundraiser. 

Shifts for the BBQ will be as 
follows: (cook, money, serving, 
drinks)  

• 9.30am-12.30 
• 12.30 - 3.30pm 
 
Please let us know as soon as 
possible if you can help. 

Ph: 83394400 

events@thehut.org.au  

https://www.opengardensa.org.au/current-season/details/18/320
https://www.opengardensa.org.au/current-season/details/18/320
mailto:events@thehut.org.au
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Another reason to socialise! 

We were pretty excited to show off our new long table at the 'Thank you 
Breakfast for Volunteers'. 
We have been working with Josh and the Doorways to Construction 
students at Heathfield High School to design and build this enormous 
table. There will be many long lunches and opportunity for social 
connections sitting around this beauty! 
Thanks to the 5C's group for the donation of funds toward this project. 

The next stage of the table is the purchase of umbrellas, and the 5C’s 
have approved funding toward this also. So please collect up all those 
refundable bottles and cans over Christmas and help us to get some 
shade sooner. These can be bought into The Hut during opening hours. 

 

 

Santos Tour Down Under in Stirling  

on 22 January 2020 

Cancer Council SA are seeking assistance from volunteers for TDU in 
Stirling, see their request below. 
Cancer Council SA has been the exclusive charity partner of the Tour 
Down Under for many years.  
We are seeking passionate individuals to join our team of volunteers on 
the ground as the ‘public face’ of Cancer Council SA, engaging with the 
community and providing free sunscreen to make sure everyone in 
Stirling is protected while enjoying the Tour Down Under activities.  
If you would like to be involved on January 22nd, when this international 
cycling event is heading to your community, please contact Franziska at 
eventvolunteers@cancersa.org.au or on 8291 4135. 
 

  

 

 

Busy Volunteers 
having fun! 

 
Tony at the Repair café 

 

Anne and Barbara at the Book 
Shed Celebration 

 

With the extreme heat this week, 
it’s a good reminder to ensure you 
are prepared to manage a 
heatwave event.  
The SES website has useful 
information and resources to help 
you prepare before, during and 
after a heatwave. These include: 
heatwave checklist,  

heatwave brochure  

emergency kit checklist.  

People vulnerable to Heat can 
register for the Telecross REDi 
service, which is available across 
South Australia, by phoning:  

1800 188 071. 
  
 

mailto:eventvolunteers@cancersa.org.au
https://dhs.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31dd2a35f06256854300f86c2&id=f088ebb903&e=9d53a8c8d7
https://dhs.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31dd2a35f06256854300f86c2&id=f6bbab9ecf&e=9d53a8c8d7
https://dhs.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31dd2a35f06256854300f86c2&id=f1e7e90aec&e=9d53a8c8d7
https://dhs.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31dd2a35f06256854300f86c2&id=ee20f4e965&e=9d53a8c8d7
https://dhs.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31dd2a35f06256854300f86c2&id=d439e76b5a&e=9d53a8c8d7
https://dhs.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=31dd2a35f06256854300f86c2&id=d439e76b5a&e=9d53a8c8d7
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If  undeliverable, return to: 

The Hut Community Centre  

1 Euston Rd    

ALDGATE  SA  5154 

 www.thehut.org.au  


